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“Offices” in Bronze Inscriptions and
Western Zhou Government Administration
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The present article focuses on the administrative process of the Western
Zhou government and addresses the origin of bureaucratic government
in China. The article first examines gong & in bronze inscriptions that bore
names of individuals or officials, suggesting that such gong had probably
functioned as administrative “offices” of the Western Zhou government.
Then, it focuses on inscriptions which record appointment ceremonies
(ceming }4i7) that took place in the same “offices.” These inscriptions
show that there was a certain degree of specialization in the arrangement
of appointments and in the use of “offices” for particular administrative
tasks. In the appointment ceremonies, Western Zhou officials were
normally accompanied by superior officials from the same government
units, showing that there were three functional divisions in Western Zhou
government administration: royal household, civil administration, and
military. Each division operated as a relatively closed system and ceming
was a routine administrative procedure within the system. Finally, the
article studies the role of the Zhou king in administration, showing that
while engaging in the operation of government through his “ritual” role
in the appointment ceremony, his visits to various gong seem to have
followed a certain routine. The evidence in bronze inscriptions strongly
suggests that the Western Zhou government was the earliest bureaucratic
government in China.
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