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“Offices” in Bronze Inscriptions and 
Western Zhou Government Administration

青銅銘文中所見的『官署』及西周政府的行政制度

    The present article focuses on the administrative process of the Western 
Zhou government and addresses the origin of bureaucratic government 
in China. The article first examines gong 宮 in bronze inscriptions that bore 
names of individuals or officials, suggesting that such gong had probably 
functioned as administrative “offices” of the Western Zhou government. 
Then, it focuses on inscriptions which record appointment ceremonies 
(ceming 冊命) that took place in the same “offices.” These inscriptions 
show that there was a certain degree of specialization in the arrangement 
of appointments and in the use of “offices” for particular administrative 
tasks. In the appointment ceremonies, Western Zhou officials were 
normally accompanied by superior officials from the same government 
units, showing that there were three functional divisions in Western Zhou 
government administration: royal household, civil administration, and 
military. Each division operated as a relatively closed system and ceming 
was a routine administrative procedure within the system. Finally, the 
article studies the role of the Zhou king in administration, showing that 
while engaging in the operation of government through his “ritual” role 
in the appointment ceremony, his visits to various gong seem to have 
followed a certain routine. The evidence in bronze inscriptions strongly 
suggests that the Western Zhou government was the earliest bureaucratic 
government in China.

 本文的重點在討論西周政府的行政程序和中國官僚政府的起源。筆

者首先考察西周青銅銘文中所見以人名或職官稱謂命名的『宮』，並

提出這樣的『宮』可能就是西周政府的行政『官署』。筆者接著分析

在同一『官署』中進行的冊命銘文。這些銘文說明，西周政府對冊

命儀式的安排及各『官署』所負責的行政事務已經形成一定程度的專

門化。在冊命儀式中，西周官員通常是由來自同一政府部門的長官所

陪同，這說明西周政府可劃分為三個具有行政功能的部門，即王室、

民政部門和軍隊。每一個部門做為一相當封閉的系統各自運作，而冊
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命則是各系統內常規性的行政程序。最後，本文研究周王在行政中的

角色，說明周王以其在冊命儀式中具『儀式性』的角色參與政府的運

作，而他對各個『宮』的造訪似乎也遵循著一定的常規。青銅器銘文

中的證據有力地指出，西周政府是中國最早官僚政府。

Edward L. Shaughnessy 夏含夷

New Sources of Western Zhou History: 
Recent Discoveries of Inscribed Bronze Vessels

西周新史料: 近來發現的有銘銅器

    In the 1970s, the great discoveries of Western Zhou bronze vessels 
were concentrated primarily in the Wei River valley of Shaanxi province, 
a pattern of distribution that gave rise to certain theories about a 
geographically reduced Zhou state. Since then, and especially in the 1990s, 
inscribed bronze vessels of the Western Zhou period have been found 
throughout northern China, with particularly important discoveries 
identified with the state of Yan 燕 near Beijing, Ying 應 at Pingdingshan 
(Henan), Jin 晉 at Houma (Shanxi), and Guo 虢 at Sanmenxia (Henan). 
This article introduces these discoveries, translating the more important 
inscriptions. It also reviews recent discoveries in Shaanxi, especially 
several bronzes bearing fully-dated inscriptions that have come to light 
in the course of the Xia-Shang-Zhou Chronology Project.

 七十年代的有關西周銅器的重大發現多半集中於陝西省渭水流域。

因此有學者建議，西周王室的勢力範圍可能僅限於此地理區域。而此

後，特別是在九十年代，帶銘文的西周銅器在華北各省都有發現，諸

如北京市房山琉璃河的燕國銅器、河南省平頂山市的應國銅器、山西

省侯馬天馬曲村的晉國銅器、河南省三門峽的虢國銅器等等。本文將

介紹這些發現，並將翻譯其中較為重要的銘文。本文還將回顧陝西省

近年來的重要發現，尤其是因夏商周斷代工程計畫而受人矚目的幾件

帶有完備年代記載的銅器。




